
 

TOWN OF TOWNSEND 
June 3, 2009 @ Townsend Fire Hall 
Council Meeting Minutes @ 7:30 pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm – Council Meeting 

I. Call to Order: 7:35 pm  
II. Opening Ceremonies 

a. Roll Call:  Mayor Dave Raughley, Councilmen John Hanlin and John Ness, Councilwomen 
Sandy Sturgis and Karen Jennings, Attorney Fred Townsend, Engineer Tom Wilkes, Code 
Office Mike Jester, Finance Officer Azure Wright, Secretary Cathy Beaver 

b. Pledge of Allegiance:  Pledge was said 
c. Recognition of Visitors:  22  

III. Additions/Deletions to Published Agenda: 
a. Hanlin asked to add a Jr. Council Report under Townsend Wildlife Habitat 
b. Hanlin motioned, Jennings seconded with unanimous vote to approve the agenda with the 

addition. 
IV.    Council Minutes – April Council minutes and May re-organization minutes are done.  May 

council meeting is not done yet.  These will all be approved at the workshop to enable everyone a 
chance to read them. 

V.    Unfinished Business 
a. Resolution No. 09-02, declaring April 18th each year as Townsend Veterans Day:  Raughley 

read resolution no. 09-02, Sturgis motioned, Hanlin seconded to approve the resolution.  In 
the following discussion Jennings asked to have Hanlin added as a co-sponsor of the 
resolution.  Vote was unanimous. 

VI. New Business:  no new business 
VII. Reports of the Officers 

a. State Police – Troop 9:  Lt. Logan and Lt. Dan Hall were in attendance.  Lt. Logan stated there 
were 21 calls for May 2009 as follow:  1 – 911 hang up, 1 – crash, 1 – alarm, 3 – 
assault/threatening, 2 – disorderly conduct, 3 – domestic, 1 – harassment, 4 – public 
relations, 1 – suspicious person/vehicle, 1 – theft, 3 – traffic violation, 1 – trespass, 1 – 
unauthorized use of a MV.  We heard about some mischief in Town last night, several 
properties and vehicles got spray painted.  I will have more details later.  Jester stated he has 
contacted the school about the graffiti paint on the backside (facing Gray Street) of the old 
firehouse.  He asked them to paint it; they had just painted and fixed up the entire building 
when this happened.  When it gets closer to fair time, if they haven’t done it, the town will 
buy some paint and cover it.  Keith Shoemaker asked Lt. Logan if he thought the spray 
painting could be gang related.  Lt. Logan said no.  Raughley told the residents about an 
event this Saturday, June 6, 2009 at 179 Ebenezer Church Road.  It is a tournament of 
death wrestling tournament.  We found out about it because a 9 year old child brought a flyer 
advertising it home to his father.  The town has been working with the police, Quinn 
Johnson, Bruce Ennis and Bill Powers.  We are all working to shut this event down before it 
happens.  The police say as long as they have the required permits they will be able to 
proceed.  There is nothing illegal about this function.  Raughley said they still need a permit 
from the AG and we’re trying to convince them not to issue the permit.  If the event takes 
place, I have asked Lt. Logan to have extra police patrol that area.  The Town will also pay 3 
extra duty police to be on duty in town limits.  If there is a call from that area, they can 
respond but their purpose will be to keep our town residents and streets safe.  Residents are 
encouraged to call the police if they see or hear anything.  The fire company is also on alert.  
New Castle County Police are also aware of the event. 

b. State Representative:  Quinn Johnson:  Quinn apologized for not attending the last meeting.  
He congratulated all of new council.  He said he hasn’t personally seen the flyer for the 
wrestling event on Saturday but there has been a huge wave of emails statewide trying to 
prevent it from happening.  We are temporarily on recess while the joint finance works on the 
state budget to give recommendation.  Will be seeing revenue bills in the newspaper, the 
deficit is decreasing but not enough, we keep getting blows.  The GM Boxwood plant closing 
will really hurt the state economy.  Am working on making October the disabled children’s 



 

 
 
 
 
month.  I have a son that is 100% deaf.  It will be incorporated into the schools to make all 
aware of differences, it will be good.  The FOIA bill for open government bill passed yesterday, 
a few things will be excluded.  If you have any questions about anything, please call me, if I 
can tell you, I will.  Jennings asked about cuts to Medicaid coverage, specifically funding to 
mainstream disabled into society.  Quinn answered that he doesn’t believe it has been cut.  
He assured everyone that some of the state cuts will be picked up and covered by the federal 
government.  

c. County Representative:  Bill Powers:  Not here 
d. Townsend Fire Department:  nothing to report other than the spring fling drawing is 6/20/09 

and Dwain still has tickets for sale. 
VIII. Reports 

a. Fred Townsend III, Attorney:  Spoke with Bob Augur, attorney for the Lupo property.  He has 
all the information and we are working on getting the property signed over to the town. 

b. Tom Wilkes, Engineer:  At the 6/17/09 workshop we will present the final plans for the 
streetscape, will have it ready for a public meeting before the July 1, 2009 council meeting.  

c. Mike Jester, Code Officer:  nothing right now 
IX. Committee Reports 

a. Finance Committee:  Chair - Dave Raughley:  we have no report, the computers were down.  I 
will be asking council via email to re-schedule the budget meeting, I will not be able to attend 
on 6/18/09. 

b. Streets Committee:   Chair - John Hanlin, II: 
i. Old Orchard Lane is 90% done. 

ii. The state will be fixing the sink hole on Main Street as soon as the weather permits. 
iii. Jester has a meeting with the developer of TVII tomorrow about final paving in 

finished areas of TVII. 
iv. Dan, Townsend postmaster has said he will start delivering mail to the houses that 

have mailboxes in TVII within the next 2 weeks.  They will no longer use the cluster 
boxes.  If your developer hasn’t put a mailbox in front of your home, it is your 
responsibility as the homeowner to put one in. 

c. Water Committee:     Chair – John Ness:  Have been getting information on the water tower to 
see what we can do with it.  Ness asked Jennings for her contacts at Artesian and Raughley 
said he will give him his also. 

d. Zoning Committee:   Chair - John Hanlin, II; Co-chair – Sandy Sturgis 
i. Hanlin had nothing to report. 

ii. Raughley still waiting to meet with Chris Coons on the Comp Plan 
iii. We are still waiting for county approval for the six annexations done in December. 

e. Health & Public Welfare Committee:  Chair – Sandy Sturgis:  nothing to report 
f. Energy & Environment Committee – Chair:  Karen Jennings:  will be setting up a wind 

assessment test for green energy. 
i.  Townsend Wildlife Habitat Project:  Jennings called all Jr. Council members present 

to come forward. 
ii. Victoria Hanlin and Jada Mann came to the front of the room. 

iii.  Victoria said the 5th grade had researched native plants to Delaware, set up a section 
in the library and found books to show kids about plants and animals. 

iv. Jada said the 3rd and 4th grade made and hung posters in the cafeteria. 
v. During the plant research Jr. Council chose 2 to plant.  Once all the supplies came in 

they planted and set up the wildlife habitat at Townsend Elementary School. 
vi. Raughley and Sara stated they will contact the Jr. Council members to work on the 

project in TVII and old town. 
vii. Jennings added we are very close to certifying the town. 

viii. Sara said we need more residents to have backyard habitats and certify their 
property.  All you really need is a food and water source.   

g. Veteran Affairs Committee – Co-Chairs:  Karen Jennings and John Hanlin 
i. Project 19734 Soldier Support:  Jennings said her neighbor is being deployed very 

soon.  He will be added to our list for project 19734.  We will be mailing care packages 
soon, if anyone wants to make a donation, please drop it off at town hall.  Also if you 
know anyone in the military that is deployed, please let us know. 

 



 

 
 
 

ii. Hanlin stated we haven’t heard anything from Friendly’s yet about the dining for 
donations that was held on 5/20/09.   

h. Police Committee: Chair – John Ness 
i. Townsend Community Watch:  Ness said he will be scheduling the next meeting; the 

date will be included in the next newsletter.  He spoke with Lt. Logan and Lt. Hall 
about incidents in town, also spoke with Handler about trespassers in TVII.  They will 
be writing a letter giving the state police permission to arrest anyone on their 
property.  They will be putting no trespassing signs up again. 

ii. Jester added that there has been a problem with kids that live in TVI playing on the 
equipment and pipes in the park.  Parents should not be permitting their kids in the 
park at this time while it is under construction.  They could be badly hurt.  He also 
asked that anyone that sees something suspicious in the park to please call the police 
and town hall right away. 

iii. Jester said the first half of the playground equipment was delivered today.  The rest 
will be delivered tomorrow.  As soon as the weather breaks they will install it.   The 
UofD is re-doing their baseball field and have given us the backstop and bleachers.  
Both are in really good shape.  We have to dismantle and bring here, but is a huge 
savings. 

i. Executive Park Task Force:  Chair – Dave Raughley 
j. Parks & Recreation Committee:  Chair – Sandy Sturgis 

i. Town Fair – June 20, 2009 – Gray Street:  Plans are moving right along.  We have 
quite a few craft and food vendors signed up for spaces.  Still need more.  A resident 
in town who owns a bounce company has given us three bounces for half price.  Joe 
the barber and Newark (Buffalo) concrete have both made donations of $100.00 to the 
fair, the parade is shaping up, Jim Weldin will be playing the bagpipes in the parade, 
VFW is carrying the colors, American Legion participating, will have McGruff the dog, 
possibly Snoopy again this year, possibly a clown, dignitaries, etc.  Need more cars for 
the car show. 

X. Announcements:  None 
XI. Citizens Comments & Participation:  Done throughout meeting. 
XII. Adjournment:  8:40 pm, Hanlin motioned, Jennings seconded, unanimous vote. 

 
 


