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7:00 pm – Public Hearing 

I.       Call to Order:  7:00 pm 

II.       Roll Call:  Mayor Rudy Sutton, CM Jermaine Hatton, CW Lorraine Gorman, CW Cindy Cook, CM Steve 

High, TE June Andres, TC Cathy Beaver 

III.       Pledge of Allegiance:  Pledge was said. 

IV.       Discussion of Ordinance No. 17-04 – Streetlight Fees 

➢ Mayor Sutton stated this public hearing will be a discussion on Ordinance No. 17-04, which is the 

streetlight issue.  He asked that if anyone hasn’t signed in, please do so before you leave.  This public 

hearing will be for discussion only; there will not be a vote in the Council meeting tonight.  We are doing 

this at the recommendation of our Town Attorney, Fred Townsend who could not attend the meeting 

tonight. 

➢ During this 30-minute discussion, we ask that you limit your comments to 2 minutes to give everyone a 

chance to speak if they wish, and please stand and state your name and address for the record.  We 

appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

➢ Jon Bates, 718 Tracy Circle – I was one of the first residents that brought the streetlight issue up at a 

meeting last December after the developer told us the HOA would have to start paying for the streetlights.  

Haven’t been able to attend the last couple of meetings due to shift work at the nuclear plant in NJ.  

Council is in a difficult situation; whenever revenue has to be raised, Council has to figure out a way to 

bring more money in through, friends, neighbors and the constituents in Town.  For some of us, this will 

be a mild inconvenience, but for others this is a big increase for their budget and could make a difference 

in their Christmas budget or grocery budget.  There are some of us that would prefer this streetlight fee be 

added to our taxes rather than an individual bill so we can write it off at the end of the year.  Don’t believe 

the debate tonight will be about the streetlights, we all recognize they are a necessity for safety and to 

help prevent crime.  Believe the debate will be on how these light bills will be paid.  One HOA has said 

they don’t have the money to pay the bill and the lights will have to be turned off.  At previous meetings, 

some of the residents have said the lights in the developments benefit the residents there, not the entire 

Town.  At previous meetings it has been said that the lights in the developments benefit the residents that 

live there, not the Town as a whole and the cost should be paid by the residents that live there through 

lighting districts.  Researched approximately 15 homes in each development and old Town and the 

assessed value of the homes in the developments is about 50% higher than outside the developments.  

That means our current rate of .26 cents per $100 assessed value will go up about .3 cents per 100 in the 

developments.  Mr. Bates said there are 49 lights/160 homes in Old Town, 30 lights/90 homes in 

Townsend Station, and 70 lights/240 homes (some still vacant lots) in Townsend Village, 110 lights/320 

homes in Townsend Village II.  Puts us at 1 to 3 ratio for lights in the developments and 1 to 10 outside 

the development. 

➢ Mayor Sutton explained to the residents that he is letting Mr. Bates speak a little longer as he is 

representing many residents in his development. 

➢ Mr. Bates continued.  Per the budget numbers for trash collection and streetlight bills, if the streetlights 

are added to the trash bill it will average out to approximately $16.00 for 570 accounts.  Delmarva gives 

the Town a 4.5% discount which the HOA’s won’t receive if they pay for the lights. Council has strongly 

stated they don’t want to raise taxes and have said they have the second lowest rate in the state.  My data 

from NCC shows there are 4 other areas with lower taxes, but we have never raised them.  To add a line 

item to the trash bill for the streetlights, you are still taking the same amount of money from households, 

whether it is divided evenly or based on property values.  I believe saying the trash surcharge isn’t a tax 

isn’t correct; you are taking money for a common community service; in my mind that is a tax and should 

be billed as such.  Definitely appreciate the work Council has put into this.  I don’t support this ordinance 

adding the streetlight bill to the trash bill as a line item because I believe it unfairly distributes the burden 

across the board. 
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➢ Paul Keenan – 204 Main Street – he verified Main and Commerce Streets are state roads and asked if the 

streetlights come under the Town or State.  He was told the Town pays the light bill.  Mr. Keenan said the 

state should be paying the bill; they plow the road and supposedly maintain it. 

➢ Mayor Sutton stated the Town currently pays for all the lights in the heart of Town. 

➢ CW Gorman added it is a residential area which makes the Town responsible. 

➢ Bob Muellar – 713 Tracy Circle – has gone to all the meetings and agree with Jon Bates.  We have to pay 

the trash bill; it is a flat rate for everyone regardless of the value of your house.  If the lights are added to 

this bill as proposed now, it will be a flat rate fee across the board.  Have strongly proposed the trash bill 

and the proposed light bill be added to the annual taxes as a trash transfer tax.  The tax rate of .26 cents 

would not have to change if these were added as a transfer tax; it’s a flat rate.  Using round numbers, 

$300.00 for trash and roughly $150.00 for lights which is an extra $450.00 a year that could be taken off 

the federal tax rate.  Just received my county tax bill and it is $100.00 more than last year, already losing 

things the state used to give us. 

➢ Bob Golden – 337 Sunnyside Lane – saw something in the minutes that Council looked into purchasing 

the lights and would like an update on that.  In the beginning, Council said they couldn’t afford to do this.  

If the Town were to purchase the lights, what would be the impact if a light went out or a pole was hit? 

➢ Mayor Sutton explained there are still more lights to go into the unfinished developments.  We aren’t 

saying we are in a position to purchase the lights but reached out to Delmarva for a price to purchase the 

old lights rather than rent them and Delmarva has yet to respond.  If we own the lights, we are responsible 

for all repairs and don’t have the staff for that, yet we are trying to leave no stone unturned. 

➢ Rickie Clark - 301 Gray Street - We are seeing Old Town has less lights than the developments.  Has 

there been any discussion about reducing the amount of lights in the developments to make them more 

even across all of Town.  He added he lives at the corner of Gray and South, going into the development.  

Looking down Gray Street at night you can’t see the railroad tracks or the houses at the end of the road, it 

is very dark.  Can look down into the development and it is like daylight.  Nothing is being done for Old 

Town, we have very few lights and a lot of them don’t work.  Crime is rampant in Old Town and we have 

a huge drug problem now because it is dark in Old Town.  We call the police constantly.   I’m all about 

having streetlights for safety and deterring crime, but we could reduce the development lights and will 

still keep it all lit up.  We will have this bill to pay no matter how it works out. 

➢ Nancy Miller – 1146 E Founds Street – Said she vehemently opposes taking any lights out of the 

development.  We already pay higher property taxes and want our lights.  Last Friday we had a guy 

wandering around the development checking everything out. 

➢ CM Hatton stated Delmarva said we can’t remove lights. 

➢ Alan Emsley – don’t live in Town but have multiple rental properties in Town – Did some research and 

found the average annual income of residents in Town before the developments was $47,500.  In 2015 the 

average income was $115,000 per year.  Don’t believe the Old Town income has increased.  The Old 

Town light bill is $1,300 - $1,400 a month for 104 lights.  The Old Town bill should be much lower than 

the developments or they will be subsidizing the developments.  I do not believe this was done 

intentionally but it isn’t right.  With this fee connected to the trash bill, after 2 missed payments the 

service is turned off.  How will the streetlight bill be paid?  What will we do if people refuse to pay the 

light bill because they don’t believe it is fair?  It is much easier to collect fees through taxes than fees.  I 

believe the easiest way to add this bill is to put everything, trash and lights on the tax bill; will be one bill. 

➢ Dave Bailey – 614 Commerce Street – agree with CM Hatton’s plan to bill by district.  Not fair to pay the 

same as the developments when we have fewer light poles and higher crime because of that.  Have 

nothing against the developments or the growth, just need to do this fairly. 

➢ Nicole Maynor – 703 Melvin Court – almost feels like the developments are being attacked when the 

different incomes and assessed home values are being discussed.  We do pay more in taxes though and 

are basically subsidizing the Town.  Our taxes would probably pay the mortgage payment of an older 

house in Old Town.  Personally, don’t believe this should be a tax, we already pay more in taxes and are 

paying for the lights in the taxes. 

➢ Pam Bailey – 614 Commerce Street – Most of the families in the developments are younger raising 

families and wouldn’t see this bill if it were added to their mortgage.  Many of us in the original Town are 

retired and elderly.  This new fee will have to come out of our monthly budget and feel $16.00 a month 

added to the trash bill is too high.  It is too much for many of us, $6.00-$7.00 would be enough for those 

of us in Town. 
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➢ Samantha Golden – 337 Sunnyside Lane – Believe Mrs. Bailey has a valid point, and taxes are taken out 

of our monthly escrow, however; if you put trash and streetlights in with the taxes, everyone will feel the 

ding, elder/retired or young spring chicken, either in your mortgage or figured into your monthly budget.  

Get perturbed when people say they get this and that – as residents – this will affect all of us.  We need to 

do what will benefit the Town as a whole with the least amount of impact to everyone. 

➢ Pastor Hayden – 203 Main Street – said he hadn’t been to a meeting for a while and asked for an 

explanation. 

➢ Mayor Sutton explained the Town has been trying to figure out how to pay the light bills for the 

developments once they are turned over to the Town.  That is where this all started.  The Town currently 

pays the light bills for the Heart of Town and Townsend Station.  We do not have the funds to pay all the 

streetlight bills in the newer developments once they are built out and have been working on a solution. 

➢ Mrs. Miller asked the cost of a monthly bill and was this figured into the amount of the bill. 

➢ Katina Cooke asked Council to speak louder, can’t hear what they are saying. 

➢ Mayor Sutton asked CM Hatton for the cost associated with this since he headed up this project. 

➢ CM Hatton said we would save approximately $5,000 in mailings doing an annual bill. 

➢ Mr. Bailey said the issue isn’t what the different salaries are; the focus is how many streetlights are in 

each location in Town, all should be the same.  Lighting in the Heart of Town is completely different than 

the developments.  For us to pay the same amount for the service when we have a lot less lights is wrong.  

I believe that is where much of the animosity and anger is coming from. 

➢ Sandy Sturgis – 303 Main Street – several meetings ago a Council person said, “What’s a couple 

dollars”?  That’s a meal for me.  I guarantee you couldn’t live on what I’m living on.  We have 1 light per 

10 houses in in Old Town; kids hang out at the old firehouse; lots going on at night there.  One of the 

reasons Council doesn’t want to do districts is you don’t want to separate Town but it is divided.  When I 

sat behind that table, what did anyone in the developments do for the Town?  TVII started their own 

facebook page because they didn’t feel like they were part of the Town.  The Town is divided no matter 

what you do.  This additional bill will put seniors and people like me in a harder spot, having to try and 

budget more monthly money.  Feel like we are being penalized because we live in Old Town and we now 

have to help pay for the streetlights in the developments.  At least they have lights!  I shouldn’t have to 

pay the same as everyone when I don’t have the same benefits.  I will take part of the blame for this; 

when I sat behind the table we never had the foresight to think about the streetlights. 

➢ Mayor Sutton said for the record, no matter what else has been said, he has never said the increase would 

just be a couple dollars or “What’s a couple dollars?”  I do take it very seriously what the residents, all 

residents, are going to have to pay.  I believe this is at the heart of all of Council. 

➢ Dwain Haines – 624 Commerce Street – I still call it Old Town, distinguishes the area.  We were told our 

fee would be $9.00 with districts and now we are being told the flat fee will be $13.00 across the board.  

Don’t believe this is fair, we don’t have the amount of lights the developments have, their homes are 

worth more than the homes in Old Town; and I don’t believe Council considered seniors and lower 

income people that live in Old Town when they came up with this number. 

V.       Adjournment:  7:42 pm, CM Hatton motioned, CM High seconded with unanimous motion. 

 
7:30 pm – Council Meeting 

I. Call to Order:  7:43 pm 

II. Opening Ceremonies 

a. Roll Call:  Mayor Rudy Sutton, CM Jermaine Hatton, CW Lorraine Gorman, CW Cindy Cook, CM 

Steve High, TE June Andres, TC Cathy Beaver 

b. Pledge of Allegiance:  Pledge was said. 

c. Recognition of Visitors:  42 

d. Announcements:  Mayor Sutton apologized for the meeting starting late but thanked all of the residents 

for coming, it is good to hear your voices and he hopes you will continue to attend meetings. 

III. Additions/Deletions to Published Agenda: 

a. CM Hatton asked to delete 8a, 8b, 8c and 8e, none are in attendance. 

b. CM Hatton motioned, CW Gorman seconded with unanimous vote 

IV. Handler – Rob Allen: Waiver request for Phase 3D – TV 

a. Mr. Allen said he is here on behalf of Handler to request a waiver of the 120% bond for Phase 3D in 

Townsend Village.  Due to the size of the bond, it is a hardship to get it from the bank.  Banks no longer 

like to give bonds this size.  There is one more phase after this phase and there are 15 – 20 homes for 
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this phase.  We will still put up the usual bond before any homes are built in the phase.  This is the 5th 

time we have come before Council to request the waiver of the 120% bond. 

b. CM Hatton motioned, CW Cook seconded with unanimous vote to waive the 120% bond. 

V. Allyson Willis – Update on Townsend Historical Project 

a. Allyson explained she is working on her gold award in the girl scouts and needed a project.  Her parents 

own the car lot and she is vested in Town so she chose to do the Townsend Historical project. 

b. She is trying to conclude the project and will have it done by 9/30/17.  The scrapbooks are done and 

will give them to Cathy tonight after the meeting.  Will have information at the Town fair and also have 

a brochure.  Am working on the Townsend Historical Society this month; working on the framework 

and by-laws, have the mission statement, etc.  Will provide all the information in an email and a hard 

copy.   

VI. Council Minutes 

a. Approval of 5/3/17 Council minutes 

b. Approval of 5/24/17 Workshop minutes 

c. Approval of 7/19/17 Workshop minutes 

• CW Gorman motioned, CM High seconded with unanimous vote to approve the 3 sets of 

minutes listed above. 

VII. Mayors Report 

a. Discussion/possible vote to pay $9,000 for a more enhanced traffic study for Mr. Willis/Royal Farms 

• Mayor Sutton said Jim Willis approached Council about partnering with him to do a more 

enhanced traffic study; not sure if Council is ready to vote on this tonight. 

• Mrs. Willis asked if this could be tabled because Mr. Willis is not at the meeting and is doing 

more research with the state. 

• CM Hatton moved to table a potential vote.  Since the last meeting he has introduced Mr. Willis 

to another developer in the area about possibly partnering rather than the Town being involved.  

CM High seconded to table the vote. 

• In the following discussion, Patrick who lives on Summit Bridge Road asked Council to please 

consider how heavy the traffic is on the road now, adding a gas station will only increase the 

load. 

• Many residents don’t see how a Royal Farms would benefit the Town, feel it will only increase 

the traffic problems at the intersection.   

• Mayor Sutton said any business would be an economic benefit to the Town and CM Hatton 

added it is based on total receipts. 

• Vote to table the vote – unanimous. 

VIII. Reports  

a. State Police:  Lt. Anthony Hudak – not here 

b. Representative Jeff Spiegelman – not here 

c. Town Attorney Fred Townsend III: - not here 

d. Town Engineer Aquilino Andres Jr.: 

• Drove through TVII West prior to the meeting and am going to add some items to the punch 

list. 

• A resident asked if anyone came and looked at the flooding in their back yards and Mayor 

Sutton said he drove through the Town the day of the rains and flooding.  He added he cleared a 

stormwater drain in TVII West which was causing a problem. 

• Mr. Muellar asked if there is an ordinance with start/stop time for construction equipment.  Said 

there are machines running at 6:00 am in TVI. 

• Mayor Sutton said we have a noise ordinance, 7:00 am – 10:00 pm. 

e. Town Manager Dawson Green: - not here 

IX. Committee Reports 

a. Finance:  CM Jermaine Hatton 

• The Town received our MSA check, it went up and we received $28,000 this year. 

• Mr. Muellar asked if the Town took the common areas in TVI when the roads were turned over. 

• CM Hatton stated Council hasn’t decided yet who will be responsible. 

b. Public Works:  Mayor Rudy Sutton 
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• Did a walk through in TVII East and West last week reviewing the punch list items.  Both areas 

have additional items added to the punch list to be completed prior to being turned over to the 

Town.  If you see an issue in the development, please report it to TM Green at Town Hall so it 

can be added to the punch list if needed. 

• CM Hatton stressed to TE Andres that the developer will have to post an escrow for repairs and 

plowing until the new MSA funds come in next September, 2018. 

• Mr. Keenan asked where things stand with the streetscape, the sidewalks are falling apart. 

• Mayor Sutton stated it is still in litigation and they can’t discuss it. 

• Pastor Hayden asked when the sidewalks in front of the church will be fixed and CM Hatton 

stated they are to be fixed in the next design phase. 

c. Land Use & Development:  CM Jermaine Hatton & CW Lorraine Gorman – nothing to report 

• Mr. Muellar asked if any other developer is interested in building in Town and if we can annex 

the enclaves into Town. 

• CM Hatton said builders have asked but nothing has been presented to the Town.  The Town 

can’t ask properties to annex, the owner of the property has to come to us. 

d. Veterans Committee:  CM Steve High & CW Cindy Cook 

• CM High said they are still looking for a veteran appreciation venue.   

e. Community Relations:  CW Cindy Cook 

• Volunteer of the Year Nominations – CW Cook said she would love the residents to submit 

nominations for the volunteer of the year award. 

f. Public Safety:  CM Steve High 

• Be aware – still summer, have heat, have theft.  If you see anything, please call the Town after 

you call the police. 

• Mr. Bailey said the light poles were replaced a while ago on Commerce Street.  The old poles 

and the holes are still there.  School will be starting soon and this will be dangerous for the kids 

walking to school. 

• Mayor Sutton said it was brought up at the last meeting, will talk to TM Green about it again 

and will call Delmarva for a time line. 

• CM High said he will talk to TM Green and we have staff that can fix the holes. 

• Mr. Golden said the vans at the first house turning into Townsend Station are being used for 

storage and haven’t been moved.  They are ignoring the HOA letters and would like to know if 

the Town can do anything. 

• CM High said he will discuss this issue with TM Green. 

• Mayor Sutton advised CM High to contact Lt. Hudak also. 

• CW Cook told residents that if you see something suspicious, call the police.  With their 

system, every call pings the area of concern.  With enough pings in an area, they increase the 

patrols. 

g. Parks & Recreation:  CW Lorraine Gorman 

• NWF Recertification – just submitted our 7th National Wildlife re-certification, waiting for the 

certificate. 

• Movie Night Under the Stars – Friday, August 18, 2017 (rain date – August 19, 2017) – “Big 

Friendly Giant” 

I. Face painting by Face Painting Frenzy at 7:00 pm, Candy connections serving 

refreshments. 

• Town Fair – Saturday, September 23, 2017 – parade @ 10:00 am, fair 11:00 – 3:00 pm 

I. Volunteers are appreciated and needed. 

II. Any suggestions for additional events, please contact me. 

III. Mrs. Cooke asked if the Town can insure no cars park on Edgar Road during the fair; 

we can’t get in or out of the development.   

IV. CW Gorman said we need more man power to direct traffic with no parking on Edgar 

from Main Street to the park. 

V. Mr. Clark said the fire department will help with this. 

X. Citizens Comments & Participation 

a. Mr. Glanding said he isn’t getting any help with the neighbors parking in front of my house.  There are 

3-4 cars there every day, one backed into Madeline’s car last week and they didn’t have insurance.  I 
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called the cops, they said there should not be 2-way parking on the street, the road isn’t wide enough.  

The cops said the Town has to prevent the parking.  I have no privacy at my house unless I close all the 

doors.  They have hit many cars in the past. 

b. Mayor Sutton said he will look into signage for the street with TM Green for no double parking and he 

will talk to the neighbor again. 

c. Mr. Clark said many cars are parking on both sides of road in the developments and old Town.  The 

developers don’t make the roads wide enough and the fire trucks can’t get through with cars parked on 

both sides of the street.  Please park in your driveways if you have one. 

d. Mr. Clark said the fire department has a BBQ the last Saturday of every month.  He added the fire 

company will be having a controlled burn of the old Carter farmhouse sometime in September. 

e. Pastor Hayden said the Methodist Church is having a public picnic around 12:30 pm after the 11:00 am 

service on Sunday, September 10th.  All are welcome to come to the service also. 

f. Mr. Bailey asked Council to please vote on the streetlight issue at a Council meeting rather than a 

workshop and Mayor Sutton said they will take it into consideration. 

g. Mr. Haines said at 3:30 am on Saturday morning/night there were 3 young kids walking around Town. 

h. Mrs. Cooke asked for the numbers that were discussed in the previous public meeting. 

i. Mayor Sutton said they will be in the previous meeting minutes and he said he has a printout he can 

supply.  He added that CM Hatton has been very good putting the numbers together. 

j. Mr. Miller said he is a military veteran and people thank me all the time for my service, which is 

appreciated.  I believe Council has a hard job and believe we should all thank them.  All in the room 

clapped for Council.   

      XII.    Adjournment:  8:46 pm, CM Hatton motioned, CW Cook seconded with unanimous vote. 

 
             


