
 

 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF TOWNSEND 
May 5, 2010 

Council Meeting Minutes @ 7:30 pm 
@ Townsend Fire Hall 

107 Main Street 
 

7:30 pm – Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order:  7:34 pm 
II. Opening Ceremonies 

a. Roll Call:  Mayor Dave Raughley, Councilmen John Hanlin and John Ness, Councilwomen 
Sandy Sturgis and Karen Jennings, Attorney Fred Townsend, Engineer Tom Wilkes, Finance 
Officer Mrs. DeShields (Azure got married last week) and Secretary Cathy Beaver. 

b. Pledge of Allegiance:  Pledge was said. 
c. Recognition of Visitors:  28 visitors. 
d. Raughley congratulated Sandy and Steve High for winning the election.  He also thanked Don 

Loesch and Cathy Cornish for running for Council.  Feels it’s great that 4 people ran, shows 
people are expressing more interest in their Town.  Raughley stated he feels this will be a well 
balanced council and has found in his 5 years as Mayor that a well balanced council is what 
makes the Town successful.  He will leave here a proud man for what this Town has become. 

III. Additions/Deletions to Published Agenda: 
a. Jennings asked to move veterans’ affairs up on the agenda to follow council minutes. 
b. Hanlin added Town Manager advertisement as “A” under new business. 
c. Hanlin motioned, Jennings seconded with unanimous vote to approve the additions. 

IV.    Council Minutes – April council minutes on back table (approved at workshop) 
V.    Unfinished Business 

a. Budget Approval:  Raughley said there was a budget meeting last Wednesday.  It is a good, 
well balanced budget; there are some major projects that need to be completed.  The meeting 
went very well; we are very close to our budget numbers last year. 

b. Town received a 2nd $100,000.00 matching grant from DNREC for the park and we allotted 
$250,000.00 for the park.  We allotted $250,000.00 for storm water improvements, 
$15,000.00 for a network upgrade for the Town hall, $50,000.00 to possibly purchase several 
properties, and $20,000.00 to purchase a vehicle for the Town Manager. 

c. Total net income - $407,135. 
d. Total operating expense - $567,000.00. 
e. Total capital expense - $585,000.00. 
f. Sturgis motioned, Hanlin seconded to approve the 2010-2011 budget with a few coding 

adjustments. 
g. In the following discussion Hanlin stated a vehicle could not be purchased without council 

approval. 
h. Hanlin also wanted to clarify that the community events expense account was for all four 

main events the Town holds yearly. 
i. Raughley stated this was discussed at the workshop, the money will cover the NYE party, 

Town fair, Easter egg hunt and Veteran’s social.  There may also be other events.  The 
committee chairman will keep a spreadsheet of what money is used where.  You must all 
work together on this. 

j. Hanlin stated he is going to try to keep the veterans social donation driven, but you never 
know what you might need. 

k. Raughley said there is also $10,000.00 in the park maintenance budget.  The Town manager 
will also keep a spreadsheet, or mini budget showing all expenses.  This spenditure must also 
be approved by council. 

l. Vote to approve budget – unanimous. 
VI. New Business 

a. Town Manager Advertisement:   
i. Raughley told the residents that a committee of Sturgis, Hanlin and Wilkes was 

appointed to come up with a town manager job description and requirements and an 
ad for the paper. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii. Hanlin read the advertisement to the residents.   
iii. The dates the ad will run will be Friday 5/1/10, Sunday 5/9/10, Friday 5/14/10 and 

Sunday 5/16/10.  This will cost the Town $670.00 and the price includes running the 
ad online for 30 days.   

iv. Sturgis asked that the deadline for resumes be changed from 5/19/10 to 6/1/10.  It 
will give people more time to reply. 

v. Wilkes agreed this was a good idea. 
vi. Hanlin motioned, Sturgis seconded with a unanimous vote to run the advertisement. 

VII. Reports of the Officers 
a. State Police:  Lt. Campanella 

i. Wished Mayor Raughley the best of luck and congratulated Colonel High and Sandy 
Sturgis for winning the election.   

ii. Has been working closely with Councilman Ness. 
iii. Hand outs on the back table about a new free program the state police are offering the 

public.  It is a free texting service with unedited DE State Police news releases, 
bulletins and advisories.  You can receive these on your phone or via email.  To sign 
up, go to http://local.nixle.com/city/de/townsend/. 

iv. If you have any questions contact John Ness at jness@townsend.delaware.gov. 
v. There were 28 calls for service for the month of April as follow:  5 – abandoned vehicle 

(with the help of John Ness), 4 – alarms, 2 – criminal mischief, 1 – disabled vehicle, 1 
– disorderly conduct, 1 – domestic, 1 – drugs, 1 – noise complaint, 4 – public 
relations, 6 – suspicious persons/vehicle, and 2 – traffic violations. 

vi. Lt. Campanella again asked residents to please call the police if they see something so 
they can come out. 

vii. He added that the assault Hanlin asked about last month happened on Summit 
Bridge Road outside of Town limits. 

viii. Raughley said he believes at least 11 of the 28 calls were because people called in and 
prevented crime from happening. 

ix. Quinn Johnson said Middletown is having problems with 4 wheelers on Levels Road 
and asked if there are any problems in Town. 

x. Lt. said there are some issues, asked residents to please call them when they see kids 
riding on the road. 

xi. Torie Baker stated there are many foreclosures and people are taking pictures of 
abandoned homes and neighboring homes.  Asked if this is legal, one man ran when 
he was asked for ID.  Residents are concerned because children play in the front 
yards. 

xii. Lt. stated anyone can take pictures from the road, perfectly legal, some flee to avoid 
confrontation. 

xiii. Torie asked if appraisers have to be licensed in Town. 
xiv. Raughley said no. 
xv. Sturgis said banks call appraisers and real estate agents and it would be very hard to 

police. 
xvi. Raughley suggested keep a log of the cars and license plate numbers, sent them to 

Ness or call the police when you are very concerned with someone. 
b. State Representative:  Quinn Johnson: 

i. A bill I sponsored was passed in committee today and goes to session tomorrow.  It 
will help veterans and will recognize operation enduring freedom. 

ii. A universal recycling bill will be on the house floor tomorrow, bottle deposit isn’t 
working, didn’t increase recycling, governor wouldn’t veto it, wants to increase it.  
There won’t be any more DWSA if this is passed and everyone will be required to 
recycle.  The more we recycle, the less there is in the landfills. 

iii. Still working on the small business caucus.  The business finder fee caught the 
governor’s eye.  Any company 3 or more years old that moves to Delaware and hires 
local people will receive a fee and whoever talked them into moving to Delaware will 
receive a finder’s fee. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

iv. Introduced an education bill for special needs children.  I call it the Cadillac vs. 
Chevrolet bill.  The bill has passed the house and senate and is only awaiting the 
governor’s signature. 

v. Working on a bill involving combative sports, if someone gets hurt at one of these 
events, they have to pay any emergency personnel fee (police, EMT, fire).  This bill will 
require event holders to have emergency personnel on sight.  This is still a work in 
progress. 

vi. Still working with Tom on the developer issues in TVII and trying to set a meeting up 
with the developer and residents. 

c. Townsend Fire Department:  Keith Shoemaker 
i. Nothing to report, still working with insurance and the builder to get things moving.  

We moved the fence out back to make room for additional parking.  
VIII. Reports 

a. Fred Townsend III, Attorney: 
i. Lupo foreclosure proceedings – There is no progress, know this is a nuisance.   

ii. The foreclosure process has been delayed since the property owner passed away and 
no estate has ever been opened.   

iii. This means we have to pay another attorney to open an estate and go through all the 
steps to find the heirs.   

iv. Obtained a quote from an attorney that specializes in this for $1,500.00.  He is very 
good at this and I’ve heard the heirs will make a nuisance of themselves. 

v. Sturgis motioned, Hanlin seconded with a unanimous vote to have Fred hire an 
attorney to open an estate and start foreclosure proceedings. 

vi. In the following discussion Hanlin asked how long before we would get our money 
back. 

vii. Fred said we will get all our money back when it goes to foreclosure. 
viii. Ness added we really have no alternative. 

ix. Fred agreed, the house would stay as is and we would have to continue to monitor the 
safety of the structure.   

x. Dwain Haines who lives next door to this property stated it has been 7 years since it 
burnt.  Has turned into a wild cat house.  He doesn’t know how it could still be safe. 

xi. Fred stated it was inspected by RVB. 
xii. Raughley added that structurally safe and livable are definitely different.  If the house 

is safe and could be sold, the Town could make a lot more money on the property. 
xiii. Dwain stated he would be interested in buying the property; he’ll take the house down 

and have a bigger yard.  He was advised to watch for the sheriff sale.  
xiv. Hanlin asked how long it had been since RVB inspected the site. 
xv. Tom stated 18 months. 

xvi. Raughley stated we might need to inspect the structure again and all agreed. 
xvii. Mr. Rausch asked if there were any other houses on the list. 

xviii. Raughley stated there are 5 to 6 and we are working on them one at a time. 
b. Tom Wilkes, Engineer:   

i. Will schedule an inspection of the Lupo property. 
ii. The streetscape plans are still at DelDot. 

c. Tom Wilkes, Interim Town Manager:  
i. Have stone samples, both manufactured and natural for Council to look at. 

ii. Council decided the park gazebo will have manufactured stone. 
iii. Raughley stated that at the workshop it was decided to have the stone facing on the 

handicap ramp also. 
iv. Sturgis motioned, Hanlin seconded with unanimous vote to have Chim Chim Cheree 

supply the manufactured stone and install on the gazebo and ramp. 
v. Need a decision on the bumper blocks for the park. 

vi. Hanlin motioned, Sturgis seconded with unanimous vote to accept the bid from Belair 
Supply for bumper blocks at the price of $800.00. 

vii. Tom said Dave Cummings has straightened the park up as much as he can from the 
winter.  The park needs fertilized, need to purchase fertilizer and have Dave or a 
contractor spread it. 



 

 
 
 
 

viii. Raughley said if Council doesn’t object, just do it, money is in the budget.  All agreed. 
ix. There are no updates on the streets. 
x. Sturgis motioned, Hanlin seconded with unanimous vote to award the Town Hall 

repairs bid to D&D contracting.  Harry will write a contract up for them. 
IX. Committee Reports 

a. Finance Committee:  Chair - Dave Raughley: 
i. Happy budget was approved tonight; we have never had it ready this early in the year. 

ii. Raughley read the finance report for his last time.  There is $3,937,855.78 in total 
assets and $3,906,782.56 in total liabilities and equity. 

b. Streets Committee:   Chair - John Hanlin, II:  Don Loesch is working with Ness and I on a 
new program called “Keep kids alive – drive 25”. 

c. Water Committee:     Chair – John Ness:  Nothing to report. 
d. Zoning Committee:   Chair - John Hanlin, II, Co-Chair – Sandy Sturgis:   

i. Hanlin had nothing to report. 
ii. Raughley stated we received the letter from the PLUS committee on our comp plan.  It 

involves minor changes that will be our choice to add or not.  I’m still reviewing it as is 
Ed O’Donnell.  It will not affect our comp plan.  I’ll send it to all of council as soon as 
I’m done with it.  

e. Health & Public Welfare Committee:  Chair – Sandy Sturgis:  Nothing to report. 
f. Energy & Environment Committee – Chair:  Karen Jennings:  

i. Townsend Wildlife Habitat Project:  Had a wonderful ceremony, the president of the 
National Wildlife federation was here and did a speech.  Congressman Castle, Senator 
Carper, Representative Johnson, Councilman Powers were all there and presented 
certificates.  We are the 1st Town in the state and the 40th in the nation to be certified. 

ii. Have loblolly seedlings here for anyone who may want one.  They grow big. 
iii. Dawn from Walmart isn’t here but I have a certificate of appreciation to present her.  

She does so much for our events. 
iv. Raughley thanked Jennings for all her hard work to get us certified.  

g. Veteran Affairs Committee – Co-Chairs:  Karen Jennings and John Hanlin 
i. Jennings asked Corporal Eric Wilts to come forward and asked Colonel High to come 

forward also. (Corporal Wilts got a standing ovation). 
ii. Corporal Wilts just came back from Afghanistan and Colonel High will present him 

with a certificate from the Town. 
iii. Colonel High started with stating marines are known as devil dogs and he heard 

Corporal Wilt was a really good one.  High thanked Wilt for serving our country with 
pride and welcomed him home. 

iv. High then read and presented a veteran’s appreciation certificate to Wilt from the 
Town of Townsend. 

v. Wilt thanked everyone, said he also received the box from the Town and thanked us 
for that.   

vi. Wilt got a 2nd standing ovation and shook hands with all. 
vii. Jennings stated the veterans’ social was very nice and very cold and windy.   

viii. The event was 100% donation driven and will try to do it that way every year.  
ix. Jennings thanked Diane Hanlin for making arrangements with Friendly’s to sponsor 

the function.  They gave 10% of the proceeds for anything bought from 5:00 pm to 
10:00 pm on April 7, 2010.  She thanked Happy Harry’s for their donations and a 
huge thank you to Dawn McDowell and Walmart.  They baked and decorated four 
beautiful cakes for the social with very short notice.  She thanked the veterans and 
their families that came out.  Thanked Michael Sturdevant, Andy Daly, who wrote and 
sang a song about veterans, DJ Jammin Jeff, Ed Sterling, Sherrie Leslie and Ray 
Abbott, part of the committee and the Mosleys for bringing the Young Marines. 

x. Jennings stated this event shows how this Town pulls together and honors our 
veterans. 

xi. She stated she wants to respect everyone’s privacy so needs everyone’s help in having 
veterans contact the Town Hall if they are interested in attending a function. 

xii. Raughley apologized again for not being able to attend the social, he was sick. 
xiii. Project 19734 Soldier Support 

h. Police Committee: Chair – John Ness: 



 

i. Townsend Community Watch:  
I. Situation at TES, people hanging out after dark.  Principle Sheppard 

adjusted the lights to stay on later to hopefully stop this. 
II. Incidents in the developments with speeding buses.  Please get license 

numbers and call it in. 
III. Thanked Council for putting more money in the budget.  Will now be able to 

have an extra patrol in Town. 
IV. Remind your neighbors to obey all speed limits. 
V. Will be working with TES to teach safety and the importance of following the 

speed limits. 
VI. Will be buying some vests and flashlights for the community watch team.  

Anyone interested in joining, please email or call me. 
VII. Shauna stated the worst speeders in Town are the delivery people, Nino’s 

and Papa Johns. 
i. Executive Park Task Force:  Chair – Dave Raughley:  Done earlier. 
j. Parks & Recreation Committee:  Chair – Sandy Sturgis 

i. May 15, 2010, 10:00 am 12:00 (noon) will be the first park clean-up day.  Town will 
provide juice, water, gloves and trash bags.  It is to encourage everyone to keep the 
park clean and clean up every time you use the park.  We will do this monthly all 
summer.  We encourage families to make a day of it, bring a picnic lunch.  We will 
have family games, will be fun.  All children who participate will have their name put 
in a jug.  All summer, every time you volunteer to help, your name will be entered 
again.  At the Town fair we will have a drawing and will be giving away some really 
nice prizes, so the more you participate, the more times your name will be entered 
and the better chance you have of winning. 

X. Announcements:  None 
XI. Citizens Comments & Participation 

a. Mr. Mobley asked if the Young Marines that helped at the Veterans ceremony could get a 
letter of recommendation.   

b. Jennings said she would be honored to write one for them. 
c. Torie Baker asked if the Town knew who was using the land in front of TVII where the 

Shoppes will be for baseball practice.  Parents are dropping their kids off, some are very 
young, then they leave and don’t go around the circle, they cut through, drive fast, kids run 
all over, someone is going to be hurt. 

d. Raughley asked Tom to follow up and see if anyone has permission to use the land. 
e. Hanlin thanked Raughley for all his years on Town Council and as Mayor and for mentoring 

him. 
XII. Adjournment:  9:15 pm, Sturgis motioned, Ness seconded with unanimous vote. 

 
 
THE AGENDA ITEMS AS LISTED MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED IN SEQUENCE. THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
TO INCLUDE THE ADDITION OR THE DELETION OF ITEMS, INCLUDING EXECUTIVE SESSIONS WITH THE TIME TO 
BE DETERMINED 
 


