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TOWN OF TOWNSEND 
October 2, 2013 

Council Meeting Minutes 

 
7:30 pm – Council Meeting 

I. Call to Order:  7:31 pm 
II. Opening Ceremonies 

a. Roll Call:  Mayor Jermaine Hatton, CM John Ness, CM Joel Esler, CW Lorraine Gorman, CM 
Rudy Sutton, Engineer Owen Hyne, TM Dawson Green, FO Azure DeShields, TC Cathy Beaver 

b. Pledge of Allegiance:  Pledge was said 
c. Recognition of Visitors:  8 visitors 
d. Announcements:  Town Hall closed Monday, October 14, 2013 in observance of Columbus 

Day. 
III. Additions/Deletions to Published Agenda: 

a. CW Gorman deleted electric to the park under 7g (b). 
b. Mayor Hatton deleted 6A, Fred is not here tonight, and 7c, Land Use Committee. 
c. CM Ness deleted 7e, Public Safety Committee. 
d. CM Esler deleted 7f, Charter Committee. 
e. CM Ness motioned, CM Esler seconded with unanimous vote to accept the agenda with the 

above changes. 
IV. Council Minutes (copies on back table ) 

 Approval of August 21, 2013 Workshop minutes  

 Approval of September 4, 2013 Council minutes 

 CM Ness motioned, CW Gorman seconded with unanimous vote to approve the above 
minutes. 

V. Reports of the Officers 
a. State Police:   Lt. Douglas Deveney 

 Mayor Hatton stated Lt. Deveney wasn’t able to attend as they had an all hands on 
deck call. 

 CM Ness said there are no new trends in Townsend. 

 CM Ness added the State Police helicopter, K-9 unit and horse patrol were in 
attendance at the fair and they also did fingerprinting. 

 Any questions or concerns please let me know. 
b. Representative:   Jeff Spiegelman 

 Rep. Spiegelman congratulated CW Gorman and Cathy for all their hard work on the 
parade and fair.  He added he has been to many of them and this was the best 
organized and nicest he has been to.  His parents said the same thing. 

 Currently working with Townsend and Smyrna Fire Companies to get an additional 
turn around for the large trucks on Rt. 1 to make it easier for them to respond to 
emergencies.  A lot of the turn arounds were not made for the big trucks.   

 Keith stated they responded to a vehicle fire last week on northbound Rt. 1 and had to 
go to Smyrna to get turned around to get to it in the north bound lanes. 

 Rep. Spiegelman stated there will be a meeting in a couple weeks on this issue.   
c. Townsend Fire Department:   Keith Shoemaker 

 Childrens Halloween party is October 22, 2013 at 6:00 pm.  It is for 13 and under. 

 Thanked Council for inviting them to the fair, had a great turnout, there was a line all 
day for the food.  Was a great day! 
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VI. Reports 
a. Fred Townsend III, Attorney:  Not at meeting, report deleted. 
b. Owen Hyne, Engineer: 

 Waiting on approval from DelDot for the streetscape. 
c. Dawson Green, Town Manager:   

 Electrical ballast for the war memorial should be here in next 2 weeks. 

 Pot holes in TVI have been filled. 

 5 new home permits issued last month, fiscal year to date there have been 10 new 
home permits issued. 

 Mayor Hatton explained we are almost at 50% for new homes in this fiscal year (we 
budgeted for 20 new homes) and should exceed the budgeted number which is great 
news for the Town. 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Finance Committee:  Chair – Mayor Jermaine Hatton 

 Finance Report:  Total Assets - $2,105,059.84, Total Liabilities $1,129,130.33, Net 
balance $975,929.51. 

I. Property taxes are starting to come in which will help the budget. 
II. From a fiscal standpoint, the Town is in a really good position. 

b. Public Works Committee:   Chair – CM Rudy Sutton 

 On 9/25 CM Sutton attended a storm water seminar which discussed the new storm 
water regulations that will go into effect next year. 

 With the new regulations for storm water management there are new laws in the 
event the Town would purchase any land. 

 Mayor Hatton asked if there is anything we can do with the existing streets. 

 CM Sutton said existing streets will not be affected, after the first of the year any new 
permits will have to abide by the new laws.  There is no grant money to fix anything 
existing. 

c. Land Use & Development Committee:   Chair –  Mayor Jermaine Hatton - deleted 
d. Community Relations – CM Joel Esler 

 There is lots of talk about our parade and fair, thanked CW Gorman and Cathy on an 
excellent job.  People very excited and there has been a 2000% increase of people 
talking online about Townsend. 

 Thanked Scott and staff at Transcript for all the articles about the upcoming fair. 

 Have had lots of compliments about the new shirts, everyone likes them. 
e. Public Safety Committee:  Chair –  CM John Ness - deleted 
f. Charter & Ordinance Committee – CM Joel Esler - deleted 
g. Parks & Recreation Committee:  Chair – CW Lorraine Gorman 

 Town Fair Report 
I. Passed out a preliminary spreadsheet about the fair. 
II. Made over $2,000 at the fair, very successful. 
III. Lifehouse Church collected donations at the fair for the park and brought in a 

check for $333.64 today. 
IV. CW Gorman said speaking from personal experience, the fair and parade 

cannot possibly be put on the shoulders of one person in the future. She said 
she doesn’t know how former council member Sandy Sturgis did it by herself 
for all those years.  It is a daunting task and impossible.  She said she thinks 
the Town fair is an event that should be equally shared by all of Town Council 
and we need to establish sub-committees for each facet of it, need a parade 
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committee, vendor committee, etc.  She said she has worked non-stop every 
day on the fair for the last three months; work full time and this was another 
full time job, it was a lot of time away from my family and from my other 
commitments.  She added she is the type of person who will work very hard 
for you but there is a limit on what one person can do.  Until you have done 
this yourself, you don’t realize how much is involved.  It isn’t fair to the 
volunteers, vendors, anyone involved; we are selling them short to have one 
person in charge of everything because there is more that could have been 
done for everyone involved.  If everyone was involved and handled one 
aspect of the function, we could give all the attention they deserve.  That 
being said, CW Gorman said she is happy this was a successful event, proud 
of what we all did at the end and came together, but knowing what she 
knows now, in January we have to decide as a Council, are we going to do 
this as a team and if so she compiled books on everything and will be happy 
to share them, and if we aren’t going to do it as a team and split the 
responsibilities, CW Gorman said she cannot do it next year. 

V. Mayor Hatton thanked CW Gorman and does realize it was a tireless job for 3 
months and knows it can be all consuming but she did a fantastic job. 

VI. CW Gorman said Cathy was her right arm, she was always there, even while 
on vacation, was always plugging away.  At the end everyone pitched in but 
you all have no idea what went into getting to the end point.  

VII. Mayor Hatton stated he likes the idea of starting in January, sooner rather 
than later, great suggestion.  He also thanked Cathy for always supporting 
CW Gorman and being there throughout.  He stated everyone there really 
enjoyed themselves and many commented on the small Town feel of the fair 
and appreciated everything that went into it. 

 Electric to the Park - deleted 
VIII. Unfinished Business - none 
IX. New Business - none 
X. Citizens Comments & Participation 

a. Ellen Willey said there is an issue with the granary.  When they are pumping out it looks like it 
is snowing.  It’s everywhere, we are breathing it and somebody needs to do something about 
it.  I have already called the federal EPA who told me who to call in Delaware but as Council 
you need to look out for the people.  It is coming out of stack number 2, may be a leak and it 
needs to be fixed. 

b. Mayor Hatton said the granary will be contacted tomorrow.  I will personally call you 
tomorrow after I talk to them. 

c. Jack Fitzhugh asked how late the trucks are supposed to work at the granary; they are running 
around the clock.  The trucks also need to slow down on Main Street, all speed.  Most have to 
go down the middle of the street; Main Street isn’t made for all the big trucks. 

d. Mayor Hatton said he doesn’t believe we have a time frame on when they can’t work but he 
will address this tomorrow also.  We do have a noise ordinance from 10:00 pm – 7:00 am.  
Main Street is a state road and we can’t tell them they can’t use it. 

e. CM Esler added with the streetscape there is going to be calming measures which will narrow 
the road some at the corners and slow them down. 

f. Mr. Fitzhugh complained about the wire hanging in front of his house.   
g. Mayor Hatton stated he knows TM Green and TC Beaver have both called several times.  We 

don’t have the staff to cut the wire down ourselves; all we can do is call. 
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h. Mr. Fitzhugh asked if anyone called DelDot to clean the state streets, they are supposed to do 
it 3 times a year.  Seems all Council cares about is the developments and the park, old Town 
looks terrible.  He also asked why TM Green doesn’t have the Town sign on his truck. 

i. TM Green stated they are magnets and someone took them, this isn’t the first time. 
j. Ms. Willey asked if someone could clean the graffiti from the street at Railroad Avenue and 

Gray Street. 
k. TM Green stated they are trying to find a chemical that will remove it. 

XI. Adjournment:  8:05 pm, CW Gorman motioned, CM Ness seconded with unanimous decision. 

 
  


