Townsend Town Council Meeting Minutes
November 6", 2024 @ 7:00 pm
VIA CONFERENCE CALL & Town Hall
141 Main St, Townsend, DE 19734

7:00 pm Town Council Meeting
. Call to Order: approximately 7:01 pm.
1. Opening Ceremonies
A. Roll Call: Mayor S. Lobdell, Councilman M. Suhr, Town Manager J. Goodyear, Public Works
Employee R. Boyer, Public Works Employee G. Hargrove, Financial Officer J. Helms, Chief of
Police R. Longo, Officer D. Hart, Officer B. Peters, Town Engineer E. Gruenes, and Town
Solicitor L. Hatfield. Councilman J. Bangura and Councilman M. Chapman — Absent.
B. Pledge of Allegiance: all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Recognition of Visitors:
1. Mayor Lobdell recognized all visitors present as reflected on the sign in sheet and
via zoom: New Castle County Councilman David Carter, Alan Emsley, Dwain A.
Haines, Sean Waterland, Family of Officer D. Hart, and Ellen Wolfe.
D. Announcements:
1. Mayor Lobdell announced there is a grand opening for a Coffee Shop in Town
happening Monday, November 11.
il. General Citizen Comments
1. A. Emsley raised traffic concerns by the Post Office and Railroad.
2. D. Haines raised concern regarding the lack of streetlights by Townsend Elementary
School (TES).
a. Mayor Lobdell thanked D. Haines for bringing this to the Town’s attention and
advised the Town will reach out to DelDOT since it is on a State owned road.

i.  CM Suhr recommended a light study be performed.

ii. TM Goodyear confirmed Public Works will observe lights in Town to
address concerns and advised there is another street that the Town has
received a report of concern. Additionally, will put out a survey to seek
public comment regarding street light concerns.

3. E. Wolfe raised concerns regarding permit process and procedure for emergency repairs.
a. TM Goodyear confirmed any emergency permits are expedited to the best of the
Town’s ability.
IV. Review/Adoption of Agenda

A. CM Suhr made a motion to adopt the agenda. CM Wiggins seconded the motion. Voice vote
of Council: all yea’s.

1. Council adopted agenda.
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V. Approval / Rejection of Minutes:
A. ACTION ITEM: Approval/ Rejection of Town Council Minutes from October 29, 2024, Town
Council Meeting Minutes.
B. ACTION ITEM: Approval/ Rejection of Town Council Minutes from October 2"9, 2024, Town
Council Meeting Executive Session Minutes.
C. Mayor Lobdell read the list of minutes to approve.
1. TM Goodyear clarified that no executive session was held on October 2.
D. CM Wiggins made a motion to approve. CM Suhr seconded the motion. Voice vote of council:
all yea’s.
1. Council approved the Town Council Minutes from the:
a. Town Council Minutes from the October 2", 2024, Town Council Meeting.
VI. Departmental Reports:
A. Mayor S. Lobdell

1. ACTION ITEM: Discussion and possible vote on appointment of one Board of Elections
Member.

1. No motion made, nor action taken.
2. TM Goodyear advised no interest has been received.

3. TM Goodyear will reach out to HOA’s (Homeowner Association’s) in
Townsend.
B. New Castle County Councilman David Carter

1. NCC Carter confirmed New Castle County (NCC) reassessment data mailers have been
sent out and there were many issues in the area. Additionally, any discrepancies
must be reported in written form to NCC.

i. NCC Carter confirmed per law NCC will not collect any more or less taxes.

2. NCC Carter confirmed next Wednesday, the first official meeting will be held.

3. Tree planting for Wiggins Mill Park has been postponed due to the drought and
freezing temperatures.

4. NCC Carter reminded the Town that the NCC Sewer Agreement will be expiring soon.

5. NCC Carter requested guidance regarding concept plans submitted by Interfaith
Community Housing for Walnut Street properties.

i. Mayor Lobdell advised concepts were approved by the Town. However, there
are issues with stormwater management.

ii. NCC Carter advised ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) Funds are being used for
the Interfaith Housing Project which will need to be used within two years and
if this project cannot be completed within the timeframe, they will need to
reallocate the funds to another Interfaith Housing project.

iii. NCC Carter stated he will need to have guidance from the Town by the first
week of December.
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C. Town of Townsend Police Chief’s Report
1. TM Goodyear congratulated the Townsend Police Department for receiving a
recommendation for accreditation.
2. ACTION ITEM: Swear in Officer D. Hart
i. TM Goodyear led the Oath of Office for Officer D. Hart to recite as he was
sworn in.
3. Chief Longo presented the lights received for the Town Park.
4. ACTION ITEM: Review and discuss Attorney General Letter on Enforcement of 11 Del.
C. § 1321 and 21 Del. C. §4147
i. Chief Longo reviewed and discussed Attorney General Letter on Enforcement
of 11 Del. C. § 1321 and 21 Del. C. §4147. Chief Longo explained this is for
loitering. Chief Longo advised he reached out to the State due to several
concerns that were raised and stated he has received a list of charging
alternatives to enforce safety.
5. TS Hatfield advised an amendment to Town Code 8.12.020 will be needed in the near
future.
6. TS Hatfield announced there is also no enforcement on soliciting.
7. TS Hatfield clarified the State is working on alternatives to soliciting and loitering.
Mayor Lobdell announced there is still an open fire ban.

D. Town Solicitor Lisa Hatfield
1. No reports.
E. Town Engineer Erik Gruenes
1. TM Goodyear noted there were issues with the closeout of the irrigation project
which will be discussed during her report.
2. Mayor Lobdell confirmed the Pole Barn has been placed on hold due to the refocus of
a land acquisition on Wiggins Mill Road. Mayor Lobdell advised of the brief
discussions held regarding what will be done with the Wiggins Mill Road property.
F. Town Manager Julie Goodyear
1. TM Goodyear recapped her report submitted with the agenda packet and highlighted
the following:
i. The proposed renewal agreement for the Verizon Franchise Agreement is
expected by the end of November.
ii. The Finley Street repaving project was performed by a local business in
Townsend and was delayed by one day due to the holiday closure.
iii. Tax Credit Seminar — there are new tax credits that the Town will be eligible
for.
iv. Casella donated pumpkins for the TES Trunk-Or-Treat event.
v. The Town is excepting self-help book donations for the reestablished Townhall
Library.
vi. The Town has parted ways with Public Works Supervisor P. DiMartino.

Page 3 of 6



vii. Regarding the park irrigation systems- there are concerns that have been found
as the Town is preparing the winterization of the systems. Noting, only three of
the ten sprinkler heads are winterized due to repairs that are needed to the
others.

1. TM Goodyear requests TE Gruenes support and assistance with
outreach to the contractor.

2. ACTION ITEM: Review and Discuss House Bill 124 as it relates to Dog Barking

i. TM Goodyear reviewed and discussed House Bill 124 as it relates to Dog
Barking. TM Goodyear advised the Town to consider amending the Town Code
to mirror this in a year.

3. TM Goodyear advised there is an additional item included with the packet that is not
on the agenda regarding a resident, letter issued 10/03/2024 references “Sanitary
Sewer Connection for 206 Finley Street”. TM Goodyear advised the owner has
received a grant to cover costs to connect to the sewer system. Confirming, the issue
is on its way to be resolved.

VII. Committee Reports:

A. Finance Committee: Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell, Co-Chair: Councilman J. Bangura
1. ACTION ITEM: Review and possible discussion on the September 2024 Budget vs.
Actual Reports.
a. FO Helms advised reallocation is needed for the use of ARPA Funds that
were not used.
i. TS Hatfield confirmed a resolution is needed.
2. ACTION ITEM: Discussion on land acquisition funding structure.
a. No motion made, nor action taken.
B. Human Resources Committee: Chair: Councilman Suhr, Co-Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell
1. No reports.
2. Mayor Lobdell stated there are items to be discussed during the executive session.
C. Public Works and Land Use Development Committee: Chair: Councilman J. Bangura, Co-
Chair: Councilman M. Chapman
1. No reports.
D. Public Safety Committee: Chair: Councilman M. Suhr, Co-Chair: Councilman D. Wiggins
1. Chief Longo advised discussion regarding security concerns will need to be held in
executive session.
E. Community Engagement Committee: Chair: Councilman D. Wiggins
1. CM Wiggins advised a meeting was held on October 30t". Noting the following:
a. The tentative date for the Town Fair is June 14,
b. The tentative date for the Tree Lighting Ceremony is December 6.
i.  TM Goodyear will be reaching out to Townsend Fire Department and
Middletown.
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2. CM Wiggins announced the next meeting will be held on November 12t at 11 am.
CM Wiggins confirmed the meeting will be held at the Town Park to discuss the
Town Fair set-up with the asphalt repaving and newly installed irrigation systems.

3. Mayor Lobdell noted the Town holds a light decorating competition each year and
advised notices should be put out soon.

F. Code Review Committee: Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell, Co-Chair: Councilman M. Chapman

1. ACTION ITEM: Discussion and second reading regarding enforcement of the

dumpster ordinance.
a. TM Goodyear provided a title reading of the ordinance regarding
enforcement of the dumpster ordinance.

b. Mayor Lobdell explained that the Town previously did not allow dumpsters
in residential areas and now this ordinance will allow for them.

c. Mayor Lobdell confirmed the vote to approve the ordinance will be held at
the next meeting.

G. CM Suhr made a motion to extend the exemption period until the next Town Council meeting
where Council anticipates a vote on Ordinance 2024-003. CM Wiggins seconded the motion.
Voice vote of Council: all yea’s.
1. Council extended ban of enforcement of dumpsters.
H. Veterans & Social Services Committee: Chair: Councilman M. Chapman, Co-Chair: Councilman
M. Suhr
1. No reports.
2. TM Goodyear confirmed banners will be removed the week after Veterans Day.
3. CM Suhr advised the committee discussed returning the banners to the members
who were posted on the banners.
a. TM Goodyear confirmed that the banners will be returned.
VIII. Discussion of future agenda items.
A. Executive session to address Chief Longo’s security issues.
IX. Recess Council Meeting to Convene Executive Session.

A. TS Hatfield advised that Chief Longo will not be able to discuss his item during executive
session as it does not pertain to personnel matters.

B. CM Wiggins made a motion to recess the Council Meeting to Convene Executive Session for the
purposes described in the agenda. CM Suhr seconded the motion. Voice vote of Council: all
yea’s.

1. Council recessed and convened into Executive Session at approximately 8:15 pm.
X. Convene Executive Session: Pursuant to 29 Del. C. §§10004(b)(9), the Town Council will consider
a motion to meet in executive session for a strategy session, which will include legal advice or
opinions from an attorney-at-law, with respect to potential litigation, as well as discussions that

may have an adverse effect on the bargaining or litigation position of the Town, and to address
personnel matters.
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Xl.  Close Executive Session & Re-convene Council Meeting.
A. Council closed Executive Session and Re-convened the Council Meeting at approximately 9:39
pm.
Xll.  ACTION ITEM: Possible vote of Council.
A. No motion made, nor action taken.
Xlll. Adjournment.

A. CM Wiggins motioned to adjourn. CM Suhr seconded the motion. Voice vote of Council: all
yea’s.

1. Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:39 pm.
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