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7:00 pm Town Council Meeting 

I. Call to Order: Approximately 7:00 pm 

II. Opening Ceremonies 

A. Roll Call: Mayor S. Lobdell, Town Manager, J. Goodyear, Financial Officer J. Helms, Councilman 

J. Bangura, Councilman M. Chapman, Town Engineer E. Gruenes, Chief R. Longo, Town 

Solicitor L. Hatfield, Public Works R. Boyer, and Councilman M. Suhr via virtual attendance. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance: All present recited the pledge of allegiance. 

C. Moment of Silence: All Present participated in a moment of silence. 

D. Recognition of Visitors: Mayor Lobdell recognized all visitors present as reflected on the sign 

in sheet and via zoom: John Feehan, Brendin Peters, Tony McDonald, NCC Councilman David 

Carter, and Dwain Haines. 

E. Announcements:  

1. Councilman Bangura would like to thank the MOT Chamber of Commerce and 

Townhall for his ribbon cutting ceremony at Café Delight this past month. 

III. General Citizen Comments: None. 

IV. Review/Adoption of Agenda: 

A. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to adopt the agenda for February 5th, 2025. 

Councilman J. Bangura seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: All yeas. 

V. Approval / Rejection of Minutes: 

A. ACTION ITEM: Approval/Rejection of Town Council Minutes from January 3rd, 2025, Town 

Council Special Meeting.  

1. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to approve the January 3rd, 2025, meeting 

minutes. Councilman J. Bangura seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: All yeas. 

B. ACTION ITEM: Approval/ Rejection of Town Council Minutes from January 8th, 2025, Town 

Council Meeting.  

1. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to approve the January 8th, 2025, meeting 

minutes. Councilman J. Bangura seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: All yeas. 

VI. ACTION ITEM: State accreditation office to present Townsend PD and Council with award.   

A. POSTS & DPAC Accreditation Administrator J. Feehan presented an accreditation award to 

Townsend Police Department, represented by Chief of Police Robert Longo, along with 

Townsend Council. 

VII. ACTION ITEM: Presentation of investment portfolio updates by Anthony McDonald with Creative 

Financial Group 

A. Creative Financial’ s Tony McDonald presented positive portfolio updates to the Council. 

1. Average expected return is between 4-7% 

2. 2024 ended with a return on investment of 5.59% 

3. 80% of investments are cash, bonds, etc. and 20% equities. 
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4.  No questions from Council or Staff. 

VIII. Departmental Reports:   

A. Mayor S. Lobdell  

1. ACTION ITEM: Discussion and possible vote on appointment of one Board of Elections 
Member.   

i. Possible swearing in of new Board of Elections member.  

ii. No Motion Made Nor Action Taken. 
B. New Castle County Councilman David Carter  

1. Councilman D. Carter states there are sewer plans being reviewed at the February 

12th meeting from the conservation district. 

2. He also states that the assistant gov. has raised the need for permit reform. 

3. Cm M. Chapman asks about documents that were requested at the last council 

meeting regarding sewer treatment and monies owed. 

i. Councilman Carter recommends moving forward without questioning the costs 

due to the lack of organization in the county sewer dept. CM Carter Confirms 

the debt owed is $0.00. 

4. Councilman Carter also would like to report that NCC reassessments have not been 

finalized yet. They are expected within two weeks. Constituents have from Mid-

February to March 15th to submit an appeal. 

C. Town of Townsend Police Chief’s Report 

1. No questions on police report. 

D. Town Solicitor Lisa Hatfield  

1. Nothing to report. 

E. Town Engineer Erik Gruenes 

1. Town Engineer E. Gruenes reports that he, TM Goodyear, and Inspector R. Valentine 

went to 254 Edgar Rd to try and help the homeowner get into compliance with the 

Town Code. 

F. Town Manager Julie Goodyear 

1. Town Manager J. Goodyear highlights that we have hired a new Admin Assistant, Julie 

Abrams, and she has been a great addition to the Town staff. 

2. The Town was awarded a $500 grant for the Town Fair by NCC. Additional grant 

applications are in the works. 

3. Town Staff attended the Café Delight Ribbon Cutting.  

1. ACTION ITEM: Possible vote of Council on Resolution 2025-001 “Resolution to Authorize 

Personnel Action- Town Clerk”   

a. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to approve resolution 2025-001. 

Councilman J. Bangura seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: All yeas. 

2. ACTION ITEM: Possible vote of Council to approve Verizon Franchise Agreement. 
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a. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to approve the Verizon Franchise 

Agreement. Councilman J. Bangura seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: 

All yeas. 

G. Public Works Supervisor Rick Boyer. 

1. PW Supervisor R. Boyer reports that the council chambers, hallway, and K. Gallagher’s office 

have been freshly painted. 

2. R. Boyer also states that he has sent the Council information via email on what can be done 

with the multipurpose field regarding soccer and the amount of interest he has had from 

soccer clubs the use the field. Many are offering to maintain the fields as they use them. 

3. R. Boyer reports that the snow events were both plowed and salted. One of them assisted by 

Austin Bednash Group.  

4. He also states that himself and PW G. Hargrove performed sidewalk inspections within town 

limits and took note of ones that need work. As well as areas that could have trees planted 

for future grants. They also took down all holiday décor with the help of Middletown Public 

Works. 

 

IX. Committee Reports: 

A. Finance Committee: Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell, Co-Chair: Councilman J. Bangura 

1. ACTION ITEM: Review and possible discussion on the December 2024 Budget vs. 

Actual Reports.   

a. J. Helms noted that impact fees and permits are lower than anticipated. 

Software expenses have gone up due to Vialytics. Copier expenses have 

lowered due to the new lease agreement as well as legal expenses have 

been lower. Capital expense is higher due to Wiggins Mill purchase. PD has 

had higher revenue due to enforcing the law. PD expenses are slightly 

higher due to a fire ext. inspection that was an unexpected cost but are 

saving on uniform, legal, and fuel expenses. Everything else is in line with 

budget. 

B. Human Resources Committee: Chair: Councilman Suhr, Co-Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell 

1. Nothing to report. 

C. Public Works and Land Use Development Committee: Chair: Councilman J. Bangura, Co-

Chair: Councilman M. Chapman 

1. Nothing to report. 

D. Public Safety Committee: Chair: Councilman M. Suhr, Co-Chair: Councilman D. Wiggins 

1. Nothing to report. 

E. Community Engagement Committee: Chair: Councilman D. Wiggins 

1. TM J. Goodyear states that the Town is making a very big effort to get vendors to 

participate in the Town Fair. A jazz band, DJ, photobooth, bounce house, dunk tank, 

and obstacle course have been solidified. 

F. Code Review Committee: Chair: Mayor S. Lobdell, Co-Chair: Councilman M. Chapman 

1. Nothing to report. 
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G. Veterans & Social Services Committee: Chair: Councilman M. Chapman, Co-Chair: Councilman 

M. Suhr  

1. Nothing to report. 

X. Discussion of future agenda items.  

A. TM Goodyear would like to schedule a few special meetings with Council. 

XI. Adjournment.    

A. Councilman C. Chapman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman J. Bangura 

seconded the motion.  Voice vote of Council: All yeas 

B. Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:07pm. 

 


